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A leading team with in-depth knowledge of public issues 
Our Public & Environmental Law practice is led by partner Romaric Lazerges and brings together seven 
lawyers (2 counsels and 5 associates) with a client base that includes public authorities, regulatory bodies, 
utilities, sponsors, financial institutions and corporates.  

Our people advise these diverse players on global, cross-border and local public sector transactions. 

The department advises public authorities (state government, public institutions, independent administrative 
authorities, local government) as well as large companies in the service and industrial sectors, banks and 
investment funds, public funded entities and utilities on various matters relating to:  

 

The Paris Public & Environmental Law practice's reputation has been solidly established for many years. The 
team continues consolidating this reputation thanks to its presence on high profile matters in the public sector, 
the versatility of all lawyers of the team, which are viewed as being able to advise on all kind of public law 
issues, and our preoccupation to deliver constantly operational advices and well drafted memos and writs. 
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Advising on the full range of environmental and planning law in France 
Offering a full range of advice on environmental matters in the context of M&A, financing and real estate 
transactions, both at the due diligence stage and in drafting complex contractual provisions for apportioning 
liability.  

The team also specialises in providing advice to corporate clients, banks, governments and public authorities, 
public funded entities and utilities on all aspects of French and EU environmental law (e.g. environmental 
permits, contaminated land, waste, wastewater, asbestos, WEEE & RoHS, environmental taxes) and assists 
clients in their relations with the competent administrative authorities. It also represents its clients in 
environmental litigations.  

 

In these and other areas, the team can draw on both in depth local expertise and the experience of their 
cross-jurisdictional work. 
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“Not only were their legal technical abilities best in class but 
they were very relevant in the definition of the overall strategy. 

The quality of delivery was always very good.” 
Chambers Europe 2023 – France (Public Law) 

Meet the team 

 

 

 

 

 
Romaric Lazerges 
Partner  
Tel +33140065344 
Mob +33616335650 
romaric.lazerges@allenovery.com 

 Arthur Sauzay 
Partner 
Tel +33140065090 
Mob +33613501095 
arthur.sauzay@allenovery.com 

 Luc Lamblin 
Counsel  
Tel +33140065132 
Mob +33624771080 
luc.lamblin@allenovery.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Pauline Choplin 
Associate  
Tel +33140065063 
Mob +33616335640 
pauline.choplin@allenovery.com 

 Marie Coussi 
Associate  
Tel +33140065390 
Mob +33625135026 
marie.coussi@allenovery.com 

 Vianney Leroux 
Associate  
Tel +33140065028 
Mob +33612455132 
vianney.leroux@allenovery.com 

 

 

 
Charles-Hugo Lerebour 
Associate  
Tel +33140065465 
Mob +33601264108 
charles-hugo.lerebour@allenovery.com 

 Ahmed Ben Hafsia 
Associate  
Tel +33140065352 
Mob +33620028081 
ahmed.benhafsia@allenovery.com 
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Regulatory measures, government intervention and public sector spending are 
omnipresent in today's economic climate. A large variety of public law entities intervene 
to implement these measures. 

Understanding how dealing with public law entities may be different from dealing with private entities and the 
impact of regulation have always been an important aspect of business life. It is even more important with 
governments cutting costs, privatising and selling assets, turning to or away from public-private partnerships 
as well as increasing public sector spending in some areas. 

Advising on both transactions and litigation, our Public Law team has proven its world class expertise 
covering all aspects of public economic law including: 

 
 administrative contracts 
 freedom of information 
 government-owned assets 
 human rights 
 permits and authorisations 

 public and mixed entities/structures 
 public law litigation 
 public-private partnerships 
 regulatory 

 

Our global Public Law practice brings together more than 40 lawyers with a client base that includes public 
authorities, regulatory bodies, utilities, sponsors, financial institutions, and corporates. Our people advise 
these diverse players on global, cross-border and local public sector transactions. 

We assist a large number of public authorities and regulatory bodies on the implementation of their powers 
as well as with drafting and interpreting legislation. As a result, we fully understand the complexities and 
challenges of this area of law. Conversely, we can offer our clients in the public sphere assistance that takes 
into account the perspective of private sector players. 

Our clients value our straightforward and pragmatic advice. We work in an integrated way with our Banking, 
Corporate and Real Estate departments, and approach issues from a variety of perspectives, taking into 
account the wider economic and legal context. 

We advise major players in all sectors, including: 

 
 infrastructure 
 transport 
 financial markets 
 utilities, including energy and water 

 telecommunications 
 mail services 
 life science 
 defence 

 
 

Our Global Public & 
Environmental Law  
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Environmental and regulatory compliance issues are now part of everyday life for most 
businesses, be they engaged in evidently hazardous activities or not. 

Likewise, developments in the climate change arena are raising new challenges for the business community. 
Regulatory demands, however, continue to widen in response to increasingly international environmental, 
human rights and trade concerns and present more and more compliance issues affecting both processes 
and products, as well as liability issues in business transactions. To steer successfully through this regulatory 
jungle requires specialist expertise on a global scale. 

Allen & Overy’s International Environment, Climate and Regulatory Law Group includes more than 60 
specialist, commercially focused environmental and regulatory law experts across the world advising on all 
aspects of environmental, product and trade law and liability. As one of the first law firms to develop a globally 
integrated environmental law practice, we are able to provide both transactional and stand-alone advice in 
all the major areas of environmental and health and safety law at national, regional and international levels. 
We have long-standing expertise in a wide range of regulatory issues affecting our clients’ supply chains and 
the movement of our clients’ products around the world. We also regularly advise clients on the management 
of cross-border due diligence and on contractual negotiations in relation to major international acquisitions, 
disposals and infrastructure projects. 

Our geographic reach, including the transfer of knowledge between different offices and jurisdictions, means 
that we are able to keep abreast of the latest environmental initiatives and legislative developments occurring 
around the globe. We closely track environmental policy, climate change and trade policy and regulatory 
developments and are in regular contact with policy makers and regulators whose work impacts our clients' 
interests. In addition to expertise in our own offices, by virtue of our network of specialist local firms in other 
jurisdictions, we can also ensure that you get high quality environmental and regulatory advice wherever in 
the world you need it. 

With a mass of new and changing legislation in this area, the boardroom has never had so much reason to 
pay attention to human rights and other regulatory issues. SEC and new EU reporting requirements (and 
their global equivalents) on environmental issues, including obligations to report on environmental 
proceedings, impacts and standards in annual reports and on non-compliance more generally authorities, 
are just a couple of examples. 

Our environmental and regulatory law experts advise on all types of disclosure requirements and associated 
problems, such as commercial confidentiality. Whether the issue of disclosure arises in respect of a statutory 
or permit based obligation, as a result of a request from a regulator, or even under pressure from interested 
stakeholders, our sector specific knowledge helps clients grappling with the legal and commercial 
implications, particularly in relation to business sensitive matters. 

The ability to obtain information from Government and public bodies which may concern your business or 
the business of others is both a positive and negative development. We can advise on exactly what "freedom 
of access to information" might mean for you, and how defences, like commercial confidentiality and national 
security, come into play. 
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For more information, please contact: 
 

Paris 

Allen & Overy LLP 
32 rue François 1er 
75008 Paris 
France 

Tel +33 1 40 06 54 00 
Fax +33 1 40 06 54 54 

Allen & Overy LLP 

32 rue François 1er, 75008 Paris | Tel +33 (0)1 40 06 54 00 | Fax +33 (0)1 40 06 54 54  

Allen & Overy is an international legal practice with approximately 5,600 people, including some 580 partners, working in more than 40 offices worldwide. A current list of 
Allen & Overy offices is available at allenovery.com/global/global_coverage. 

Allen & Overy means Allen & Overy LLP and/or its affiliated undertakings. Allen & Overy LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered 
number OC306763. Allen & Overy LLP is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority of England and Wales (SRA number 401323). 

The term partner is used to refer to a member of Allen & Overy LLP or an employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifications or an individual with equivalent 
status in one of Allen & Overy LLP’s affiliated undertakings. A list of the members of Allen & Overy LLP and of the non-members who are designated as partners is open to 
inspection at our registered office at One Bishops Square, London E1 6AD.  

© Allen & Overy LLP 2023. This document is for general information purposes only and is not intended to provide legal or other professional advice. 
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